FALAK OTL

A low contrast text typeface, bringing to the reader a
delightful, fresh, experience all the while honoring the
heritage of Arabic letters.

languages release
Arabic 2023
Persian
Urdu designed by
(No Latin letters) Lara Captan
styles
.......................... Al

(8 more coming)

features

required ligatures
contextual alternates
stylistic sets
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Falak OTL is a low-contrast typeface for setting long, fictive texts
and poetry. In form, it is a classical typeface with a contemporary
feel. Its ductus and grammar are inspired by every minute detail of
the Naskh script. And with its generous ascending and descending
proportions, Falak OTL will require a comfortable line height. It is
optimally used for print projects, at type sizes 7-12pt. Falak OTL is
also a member of a unique, experimental type family that consists
of the same design built into two different technologies: Falak OTL
is crafted in the widely used OTL technology and is based on its
twin, Falak ACE, which is constructed for the proprietor ACE* tech-
nology. Together they form the activistic Falak ACE/OTL Project.

Shaping Falak ACE & OTL, as well as understanding Naskh and ACE,
would have been impossible without the knowledge and feedback of
Mirjam Somers and Thomas Milo. The Creative Industries Fund NL
partially supported the Falak Project between 2014 and 2016.

*ACE [Advanced Composition Engine] is a text layout engine invented
in 1984 and maintained by DecoType, specifically for Arabic.
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...................................................................................................................................................... ABOUT THE DESIGNER

Lara Captan is an independent type designer and ty-
pographer based in Amsterdam. She spent years study-
ing the vast and culturally rich field of Arabic script. She
developed individual methods and techniques to make
new digital typefaces that both adhere to the original
written script and bring them to the current time and
modern technology. She also co-developed her unique
educational program to teach these methods and tech-

niques to existing and aspiring Arabic type designers.

Lara holds a BFA in Graphic Design from the American
University of Beirut (2006), a Masters in Advanced Ty-
pography from the Escola de Disseny i Art (Barcelona,
2011), and a Certificate in Type Design from the Cooper
Union (New York, 2012). She taught design and typogra-
phy at the American University of Beirut between 2006
and 2013 then moved to The Netherlands where she has
been creating Arabic typefaces for multiple technolo-
gies and practising multi-disciplinary design. She enjoys
regularly speaking at conferences and giving workshops

around the world.
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